[image: image1]
[image: image2.jpg]




At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Thursday 1st June 2006 there were present: -

Councillor
Mrs J A Marrott (Mayor)



M T Weston (Deputy Mayor)



Mrs C Allaway-Martin



D J Atherley



Mrs J Baynham



C Elsmore



N Penny



C Lusty



Mrs S Merrikin



J A Shaw

APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Cllrs Lacey, Kay and Phelps and from PC Dix 
(Gloucestershire Police) and District Councillor 
Smallwood and County 
Councillor Chamberlain.

18.
ELECTION OF MAYOR FOR YEAR 2006 - 2007


Two nominations were made for the position of Mayor.  Councillor Elsmore was 
proposed by Councillor Atherley and seconded by Councillor Lusty.  Councillor 
Merrikin was proposed by Councillor Penny and seconded by Councillor Weston.


A secret ballot was then held and was won by Councillor Elsmore with a count of 
6 votes to 4.


Councillor Elsmore then signed a Declaration of Office and formally took up his 
position as Mayor.  He thanked the outgoing Mayor, Councillor Marrott for her 
hard work and loyal service to the Council and presented her with a memento 
and bouquet of flowers on behalf of the members of the Council.

19.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR FOR YEAR


2006 – 2007


Councillor Atherley was proposed for the position of Deputy Mayor by Councillor 
Baynham and seconded by Councillor Lusty.  Being the only nomination, 
Councillor Atherley was duly appointed as Deputy Mayor.

20.
ALLOCATION TO SUB COMMITTEES AND COUNCIL 

REPRESENTATIVES

Councillors were then allocated to positions on the various Council sub 
committees and as representatives to outside bodies.  A full list 
of the 
allocations is attached to these minutes.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 25TH APRIL 2006

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25th April 2006 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Mayor.

Proposed:  Cllr Lusty

Seconded:  Cllr Penny

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

21 (a)
CLOCK TOWER


The Clerk reported that a survey had been undertaken of the Clock 
Tower.  As 
well as repairs, the report recommended bringing the Tower back into public use.  
Members agreed to form a committee to look at the options, costs and any grants 
which might be available.  As the Clock Tower represented a potential substantial 
liability for the Council, the committee should also look at forming a Trust for its 
future care.

21 (b)
 SUNNY BANK BUS SHELTER

The Clerk reported that the bus shelter had been repainted.  
However in the 
longer term it should be replaced by a vandal proof structure.  The cost would be 
around £2,000 and a grant of £1,500 towards the cost was available from the 
County Council.


As the Police are happy with the suggestion that the bus shelter should double 
up as a youth shelter, the Clerk will see if the Police have funds which can 
contribute towards the cost.


The Council currently pay two people £30 each per quarter to maintain bus 
shelters.  The Clerk recommended that the arrangements be reviewed and 
updated.  It was agreed that the Clerk should pursue this.


Proposed:  Cllr Penny
Seconded:  Cllr Atherley

21 (c)
PALMERS FLATS TRAFFIC


The County Council are now looking at ways of improving safety for pedestrians 
in the Palmers Flats area.

21 (d)
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES


Members again expressed their dismay at the lack of progress and 
information 
from the District Council regarding the Newland Street toilets.  The Clerk will 
write to the District Council again to try to establish exactly what their plans are.

21 (e)
POLICE CELL AVAILABILITY


Members noted that there was no change in the position regarding the future 
provision of police cells in Coleford.

22
STANDING ORDERS


The Council’s Standing Orders were now ready for adoption.  Members agreed 
that this should take place at the next meeting.

23
MEETING WITH STEVEN GOLLEGE, CHIEF 



EXECUTIVE, PRIMARY HEALTH CARE TRUST


The meeting will take place on 13th June.  Members were requested to pass to 
the Clerk any items about which they were concerned regarding the Health Care 
Trust.  Mr Gollege will then address these concerns at the meeting.


Councillor Atherley read out a letter he had sent to the Prime Minister’s Office in 
which he had expressed concerns about the future of health care in the Forest.  
He also read out a reply from the PM’s Office and had had a supportive response 
from a copy sent to Mark Harper MP.

24 MEETING WITH KEITH SCOTT, DIRECTOR WESTERN GLOUCESTERSHIRE AMBULANCE TRUST


The meeting will be held on 21st June.  Members were requested to pass any 
questions for Mr Scott to the Clerk in advance.

25
COPLEY DRIVE VANDALISM


Members agreed that the Clerk should obtain quotations for the work to deal with 
the problems of vandalism.

26 
SALARIES ANNUAL INCREMENT


It was agreed that that the Clerk’s salary should move to Point Scale 30 and the 
Assistant Clerk’s salary to Point Scale 10 (pro rata) on the National Scale rates, 
backdated to 1st April 2006.


Proposed:  Cllr Merrikin
Seconded: Cllr Penny

27
ELECTRONIC REGISTER


Members agreed that the Council should purchase a copy of the electronic 
Electoral Register from the District Council at a cost of £27.


Proposed:  Cllr Penny
Seconded Cllr Merrikin

28
ROSPA PLAY AREA REPORT


Following receipt of a report on the condition of the children’s play area, it was 
agreed that the Clerk should obtain quotations for the 
necessary repair work.

29
SUB COMMITTEES
29a
COLEFORD IN BLOOM WORKING PARTY


The Clerk reported that hanging baskets and troughs had been ordered and 
would shortly be in place.  Arrangements had also been made for watering.  It 
was agreed to put up a notice explaining that all materials were recyclable and 
containers had been constructed to require minimum watering.

29b
BURIAL & CEMETERIES


The Mayor reported that he had had a meeting with the District Council about 
burial arrangements and was awaiting their full response.


It was agreed that all burial and related charges for children (under 12 years old) 
would be waived.


Members expressed their concerns about the unsatisfactory maintenance at the 
cemetery.  It was now very overgrown with grass and had attracted a number of 
complaints.  The Clerk reported that the 
contractor would be cutting the grass on 
Friday.


Members agreed that all Council contracts should be kept under regular review.  
The Clerk will draw up a list of contracts for discussion at the next meeting.

29c
PLANNING SUB COMMITTEE


It was proposed that the minutes of the Planning Sub 
Committee meeting held 
on 9th May 2006 be accepted along with decisions on the further applications 
considered on 1st June 2006.


Proposed:  Cllr Lusty

Seconded:  Cllr Baynham

30
CORRESPONDENCE

30a
WELSH WATER CHARGES


An unsatisfactory response had been received from Welsh Water concerning the 
confusion over double charging for sewerage.  Welsh Water had indicated that it 
would take a long time to resolve the problems.  Members agreed that the Clerk 
should respond asking for a swift resolution and that the Council would consider 
County Court action if delays continued.

30b
ANGUS BUCHANAN MEMORIAL COMMITTEE


An invitation to attend a meeting had been received.  It was agreed 
that 
Councillors Allaway-Martin, Merrikin and Penny should attend.

30c
KING GEORGE V SHUTTERS - CONTRACT


Councillor Merrikin reported that the shutters were very satisfactory.  Members 
agreed that it would be well worth taking out a maintenance contract for their 
upkeep.

31
PAYMENTS


It was proposed that payments due for the month of May be 
agreed.

32
MEMBERS REPORTS


Councillor Weston reported that a deep hole in the public highway near 
Westcliffe Villas still needed urgent repairs.  The Clerk will again take this up with 
the District Council.


Members drew attention to a long-standing temporary repair with a metal plate 
near the Baptist Church.  The Clerk will ask the District Council to check its 
safety.


Councillor Baynham reported an apparent scam involving the sale of £5 Trafalgar 
coins which were purported to be legal tender.  It was suggested that this should 
be reported to the Trading Standards Department.

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm.

SUB COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PLANNING & TRANSPORT

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Atherley, Marrott, Merrikin, Penny & Weston
PUBLIC SAFETY

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Atherley, Merrikin, Penny & Phelps
BURIAL

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Elsmore, Marrott & Phelps
OFFICE

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Elsmore, Lacey, Lusty, Merrikin & Penny

AMENITIES

Councillors Penny, Phelps, Merrikin, Allaway-Martin & Lacey
REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER COMMITTEES

Forest Health Forum




Councillor Merrikin

FODDC Planning Site Committee


Councillor Atherley









Councillor Marrott

Police Community & Consultative Committee
Councillor Atherley

Gloucestershire Playing Fields Committee

Councillor Merrikin

Joint Leisure Committee




Councillor Kay

Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum


Councillor Marrott

Gloucestershire Rural Transport Partnership
Councillor Elsmore

FODDC Street Wardens Steering Group

Councillor Phelps

Coalway Junior School Governors


Councillor Baynham

St. John’s Junior School Governors


Councillor Phelps

REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES

The Halls Charity





Cllrs Baynham, Elsmore, 








Lusty & Merrikin

Buchanan Recreation Ground



Councillor Lusty

Citizens Advice Bureau




Councillor Baynham

Crime Reduction Group




Councillor Atherley

Forestry Commission Advisory Committee

Councillor Atherley

Quarry Liaison Committee



Councillor Allaway-Martin
Coleford Area Partnership Committee


Councillor Allaway Martin
Bells Foundation






Coleford Area Parish Forum




William Jones Charity




Councillor Kay
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